
Permits for Loads up to 129,000 Pounds on Designated Permittable Routes 
NDHP Motor Carrier Operations 
Ref: 9-28 (8/19) 
 

PURPOSE 
 
To establish guidelines when permits may be issued for loads exceeding 105,500 pounds gross vehicle weight 
but not exceeding 129,000 pounds gross vehicle weight on designated permittable routes. 
 
POLICY STATEMENT 
 
As authorized by section 39-12-05.3 NDCC and Article 38-06 NDAC, the North Dakota Highway Patrol 
(NDHP) in cooperation with the North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT), may exempt vehicles 
to exceed a gross weight of 105,500 pounds not to exceed 129,000 pounds. The NDHP may issue single trip, 
30-day, or annual permits on designated highways. The highways of travel will be determined by the NDDOT.  
 
The following procedures outline the requirements and methods for issuing these permits. 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
A. Permit Requirements 

 
1. A permit must be in possession prior to starting any movement. The permit will contain restrictions as 

deemed necessary by the NDHP and NDDOT. Permits may be revoked by the NDHP when the 
holder violates any privileges or conditions of a permit. 

2. Permits will be sold as a single trip, 30-day, or annual.  
a. Single trip permits are valid for multiple movements made in one 24-hour period or a one-way 

trip not to exceed three days.  
b. Annual permits are valid for a twelve-month period from the date of issuance.  

 
B. Weight Limitations 
 

1. Vehicles must have sufficient number of axles and bridge lengths using the inner and outer bridge 
formulas as indicated on the maximum weights up to 129,000 pounds chart in this policy.  

2. The gross vehicle weight may not exceed 129,000 pounds. 
3. Tire and axle weights must be legal. 

 
C. Travel Restrictions 
 

1. Movements are restricted by the length limitations map, a designated route map, or otherwise posted 
structures or highways. 

2. The 129,000-pound permit does not authorize travel on county and other local roads. 
3. When overall length exceeds 75 feet, a 12” x 60” long load sign is required. 
4. Overdimensional load movements do not qualify for this permit.   

 
D. Registration Requirement 
 

1. Vehicles must be legally registered in North Dakota for 105,500 pounds gross vehicle weight. Out-of-
state vehicles not prorated for 105,500 pounds gross vehicle weight are subject to the $20 72-hour 
trip permit. 
a. A non-resident may purchase temporary registration in lieu of a 72-hour trip permit for 6 or 12 

months at NDDOT Temporary Registration. 
 
E. Movement During Road Restrictions 

 
1. A permit may be issued for movement on highways restricted to legal weights. 

a. These loads are exempt from ton-mile fees as authorized in 38-06-03-01 NDAC. 
2. Movement on highways posted less than legal weights is prohibited.  

 

https://apps.nd.gov/dot/mv/mvrenewal/tempRegWelcome.htm
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F. Application Procedure 
 

1. Permits for loads up to 129,000 pounds may be purchased online at www.nd.gov/ndhp, click on E-
permits. 
a. Permits purchased online are automatically issued unless submitted for review by the applicant. 

2. Information required when obtaining permits: 
a. Company name, address, and telephone number. 
b. Description of power unit: year, make, license number and state, VIN number, and ND 

registered gross vehicle weight (when applicable). 
c. In the “Remarks Section,” show time frame the permit is valid. 

3. Information required when obtaining a single trip permit: 
a. Company name, address, and telephone number. 
b. Description of power unit: year, make, license number and state, VIN number, and ND 

registered gross vehicle weight (when applicable). 
c. Description of load. 
d. Total number of axles, number of tires per axle, tire width (reading from tire sidewall), and bridge 

lengths. 
e. Point of origin and destination. 
f. Date(s) of movement (if 24-hour period, show start and end time). 

4. Single trip, 30-day, or annual permits may also be obtained from the NDHP permit office, motor 
carrier inspectors, or troopers. 
a. Applications to the permit office may be made in person, by telephone, by e-mail, or through a 

permit service company. 
b. Application may also be made with a trooper or motor carrier inspector, in person or by 

telephone. 
5. The fee for each single trip permit is $20. The fee for each 30-day permit is $100. The fee for an 

annual permit is $700. 
a. A $10 service and routing fee is charged for each single trip permit. 

6. A legible electronic or paper copy of the permit must be in possession prior to entering North Dakota 
or starting movement. 
a. The applicant/driver is responsible for complying with the travel restrictions and safety 

requirements listed on the permit. 
7. Applications for a permit can be obtained from the North Dakota Highway Patrol, Permit Office, 600 E 

Boulevard Avenue Dept. 504, Bismarck, ND 58505-0240. The telephone number is 701-328-2621. 
 

http://www.nd.gov/ndhp
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